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November 2015

To Whom It May Concern:

I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation for Dr. Barbara Bridges. As her former university student and teaching assistant in Bemidji’s Fastrack Professional Education Distance Learning program, I feel well equipped to speak to the strengths and abilities of Dr. Bridges.  
Dr. Bridge’s strongest asset is her work ethic, which is apparent in every task she attempts.  Her leadership and collaborative abilities enable her to be successful in a variety of environments. Her ability to reflect, think critically and problem solve makes her a valuable asset when working with her peers, as well as her students.  She is a reflective practitioner who is willing to self-assess on regular basis, and make adaptations, in response to the needs of others, without sacrificing the rigor and value of quality instruction.  
Dr. Bridges is extremely articulate and knowledgeable in her field.  She designs and executes instructionally appropriate and engaging course content, which includes multiple facets of differentiation and culturally responsive activities.  Dr. Bridges goes beyond expectations of a university professor with her ability to make personal connections with her students.  She possesses a unique ability to assess student potential.  She encourages students to build upon their strengths while overcoming their weaknesses, in order to help them acquire the necessary teaching skills for the 21st century classroom.  She challenges students to expand their world view by encouraging them to step out of their comfort zone to identify and evaluate their personal beliefs and bias’.   While under Dr. Bridges mentorship, her constructivist approach positively impacted my professional and personal growth.  The skills and knowledge gained throughout Bemidji’s Fastrack program have enabled me to realize my own success in managing and teaching in both the traditional and virtual classroom. 
Dr. Bridges’s desire to remain a life-long learner is evident in her passion for teaching and learning.  She strives to instill a similar passion in others, and her enthusiasm is contagious.  With her ability to design and deliver high quality, culturally appropriate curriculum, while remaining student focused and technology driven, Dr. Bridges is a pioneer in her field.  Her qualities make her an excellent role model and advocate for her students and peers.  She will be an asset to any program fortunate enough to have her as part of their teaching and learning community.  
Please feel free to contact me by phone or email if you would like more information. 
Sincerely,
Melissa A. Greene
Melissa A.  Greene
(218)507-0657
Special Education Teacher
MTS Connections Academy
