Nathan Nourse
Lesson: Do our thoughts lead to word, our words to actions?
Grade: Middle School
Objectives:
1. Students will examine their thoughts towards a specific people group then share these thoughts in a journal describing if these thoughts have formed into words and words into actions and so on in their own lives.
2. Students will work in groups on how to overcome these biases by sharing these thoughts with a guest speaker and the class.
3. Students will give a presentation on how they are going to overcome these thoughts, words, or actions in their lives as with the class and guest speaker.
Snappy Launch: Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nMs3HrxGRgk
Procedure:
We will watch the short video and I will ask them some of the thoughts that they have toward “specific people group”, and have them write their initial responses down in their journals.
The guest speaker is going to speak about his/her life as an “people group” and how thoughts affected his/her life and how they become words and words into actions and so on.
We will then have an open discussion about each student’s thoughts on African American people and slavery with the guest speaker and what they wrote in their journals. We need to dig deep in order to be open and honest and my hope is that I have set up a classroom where open and honest communication will be able to happen without fear of reprisal.
Each group will then do a presentation on what they have learned and how they will use the information gained in the conversations with the class and guest speaker to change their thoughts on African American people and slavery.
Assessment:
10pts: Journal entries
10pts: Group work and discussion interaction
10pts: Presentation
Resources:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nMs3HrxGRgk
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